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Los Encinosg has gquite a colorful history.
In 1769 (Aug.5), the Spanish explorer Gaspar Qo Portola and pariy
(Fathor Crespi, Constanso, 63 soldiers end Indians) camped here (for 2 days
and 2 nighte) orn their way from Sar Diego to XHonterey They had been
gent by-Father Junipero Sorra. ) They had followsd an old Indian trazil
over Sepulveda Pass and along what is now ?&ntura_ﬁlvi. and were atiracied
here by the nztural spring surrcunded by 200 or more frieadly Indisns.
{Encinod' means "oaks" in Spenish. )
‘ Yeara lator, the Franciscan Padres alzo stopped hore while loolilng
for a site to esiablish another ’issiou.
Sometime later, throe Indians sguatted on this land4 naned Remon,
Roque and Prancisco. For years lhey tried desperately to obitzin a zrant to
the land, bul with no success. Finally Ramon drified avay, and eventually
the other two diesd, leaving their wives Yo carry on alone.
Then Vicente de le Osay of Spanish origin, heard of the plizht of s

these two women and petitioned for the land grant for them, He was success—

ful, and oblained the grant to the 4,460 acres from Pio Fico the lasi goveraor

of Calitoraia under iHexican rula. O course the women were very grateiul
and offered him Ramon's share; saying, "We don't know where he is, e nay be

dead, so you take his share." But de la Osa said, "o, 1'11 teke nie shavre, .

but I'1l pay you 3100 for it.” And it was well that he did, for whom should

appear lator but Ramon, wanting his shavel

et

Then California goined +the Udicn, and tares becsme due. The Indian
women knew noihing about faxes and had no money. Would you believe tiel one

woman's shiare amounted to 55.48 and she couldn't pay iti So de la Osa coma

to her rescue and paid i4 Tor hery thereby receiving her shore, Tha folloy-

&

ing yeer the same thing happened and again he paid the taxes ard recaivaed %
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remaining share. Now he ommed the entire grant of 4,460 acres.

1wk 1o now
The grant wag bounded by ulcl no Regervoir, Sepulveda Danm,
ppr

Topham St. and White Oalk Ava. (a oximately).

--|

In 1849 he built this adobe. It is about 1?@ years old and tock
geversl yoars to build, The walls are 3 feet thick, the foundations are
3 feet deen. It waas piastered inside and outy that ig why it is in puch
good condition. The floor was also of a2dohe, originally. (Adobe is a heavy
clay, mized with wator and strawy formed into blocks and let to dry hard in

Sen

the sun.) (Cut-away on west well.)

There are 9 rooma, and each one is fully furnished and dedicated o

show the history of Los Encinos, and the succession of evmorship (especially

for the school childran).




TNDIAY ROOH
(Previous to 1769 — up to 1845)

This room we call the Indian Rooms The Indians were Gabrielenos,
a branch of the Shoshonces, and quite friendly. (They lived in bee-hive-
shaped huts made of grasses and reedsj lived by huniing, and by gathering
acorng, wild fruits, berries, seeds and nuts.?

Host of the artifacts on display here were unearthod on the prem-
ises by State archeolozisis.

Poosils of fish, bird wing and leaf; found around the lake.

Metates (grinding bowls) end nanos (pestles), used to grind scorns
inteo meal, or flour,

Finely woven baskets cre Shoshone (the others are Hexican), The
ground meal was ploced in them (like the funnel-shaped one handing by tae
window) and boiling water poured over it to tzke ou’ the biiterness.

Over the fireplace; an Indian rug of sgpacial interezt since it g%&x
Ywins the flag of the United States woven into it, rclatively recent (afier

Hot made by our Indians, of courge, but
1912 ) hecanse it containg 48 gi=fa. We Tecl it is worthy of display.

On the mantel; buis of the three Indians, Ramon, Roque and Franciscoj;

e

algo of Canpar de Jb;toia and Father Cre=pi.

Paln gwitch by fTirenlacae: used 1o beat berries and seeds Pronm the
bushes into th shallow baskets.

In bookcase; arrowhends,; beads and shellm

In dksplay casej souvenire and authenic history bock of Tos Znciroes,
or #gale hy the Historicel Socieily. Proceeds are used to further the restora-
tion of Los DTneinos.

(Pireplace, huilt considerably later, hy Amestoy.




CHAPEL
Approximately 1703 — Franciscan Fathers caeme
This little chapal iz dedicaied o the Franciscan Padres who
made this site their headquarters while they explored the Valley for o
ble place to esiteblisgh avcother Hisgion. (At firot they wére going
to locate their Hission kere; but because the water was unsuited to agri-

ciliture, they decided on San Mernando and built the iidssion there in 1797.

When de la Opa built this adobe, he had a little chapel here for

use by the family and Tor the wayside padrea travelling on foot zlong El

It is wvedlable to the public for mnall, Intimate weddings of any

lenonination, with perlaps & receviion on the lawn, for a nominal fee.
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The exposed foundation of the Encino Roadhouse/Tavern after excavation in 1979.
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The

archaeological excavation and survey was conducted by Scientific Resource Surveys, Inc.

of Santa Ana.:

The total project, which cost $100,000.00, was financed by Jack Shine

and David Bock of First Financial Group of Encino the developers of Encino Towers now

being built on the site.
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